

THE MYSTERY OF 
THE MISSING GIFTS 

Bhoia is a kind-hearted but lazy old man - the despair of his 
hard-working wife. When he catches a flock of sparrows, the king 
sparrow promises to reward him richly if he sets the birds free. Bhoia 
agrees and is rewarded with a cow whose dung is pure gold! 

A wandering sanyasi comes to a village. The richest man refuses him 
alms but his brother who is poor gives him food and shelter. The 
sanyasi gives the poor man a magic flute. But his jealous brother 
cannot bear to see his good fortune. 

In these witty folk tales from Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka, 
kindness and wisdom are always rewarded. 
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BHOLfi WftS A LOVABLE OLP MAN BUT HE WAS 
LAZ9. HIS VIIFE WAS SHORT-TEMPE/fSP, BUT 
SHE WAS 600P AT HEART ANP, UNLIKE HER 
HUSBANP, HARP- WORKING. 


MVSTEjeV OP THB 
n MfSSING 6/PTS 



WHY PONT 
YOU REST 
FOR A 
WHILE? > 



I’M LEAVING \ 
FOR THE FIELPS 
WILL YOU KEEP 
AN EYE ON THIS 
V RICE • • • ^ 



THAT THE 
PON’T GET, 


YOU CAN 
TRUST N\E, 
NIM/MO. I’LL 
KEEP A CLOSE 
, WATCH. 



POOR 

NIMMO. SHE 
WORKS SO 
HARP. ^ 
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YOU’LL 6ET ME 
RICE! PONn MAKE 
. ME LAUGH- 


I’LL 

GET YOU 
PLENTY OF 
RICE. 



TOMORROW, 

I'LL CATCH 
ALL THE SPARROWS 
AMP SELL THEM 
IN THE 

V BAZAAR-- ^ 



•••ANP WITH 
THAT MONEY, 
I'LL BUY YOU 
ALL THE RICE 
IN THE WORLP. 



MY HUSBANP 
TALKING OF 
WORK! 

{('' WAIT 
ANP SEE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE FOLLOWtNO M0RN/N6 BHOLA 
BOUGHT SOME &RP-UME. WHEN 
NiMMO HAP SPREM OUT THE 

RICE-- C 




^ % 


# #• 


HE SPREAD 71 
BIRP-UME OVER 



LATER IN THE AFTERNOON 


HE HAS \ 
PONE IT! 
MV LAZY 
HUSBANP 
HAS DONE 
IT!! i 


^ BIRDS-- ^ 
HAVE THEY 
CARRIED AWAY 
THE RICE 

V AGAIN ? y 


J 



1 


/yf 1 
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NO BHOLA! THEY ARE 
CAUGHT? SEE--ALL 
OF THEM. THEY SEEM 
\T0 BE STUCK. y 


COME, LET'S ft 
PICK UP THE^ 
V BIRDS. 


I'LL 

REWARD YOU 
. IF YOU PO.Y 


REWARD ?. 


HAVE MERCY 
ON US AND 
SET US y 


WHAT REWARD 

CAN YOU 

yv GIVE us?y 


I AM THE KING OF 

THE SPARROWS. IF 
YOU SET US FREE ANP 
COME TO MY HOUSE 
TOMORROW, I’LL 

V give you a 

V REWARD.^ 


/ ALL RIGHT. 
I'LL SET YOU 


MOMENT 



























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


^ ^ A- -I 

_ ^ ’ . Jr 

W ^ /v-i V- 


AIZ. T/y£ ^^P5 FREE. 


BHOLA 



THE NEXT MORNING 


BRING BACK 
SOMETHING 
V USEFUL.^ 


BHOLA, \ 
YOU MUST \ 
GET UP EARLY ^ 
IN THE MORNING 
AND GO TO HIS HOUSE 
K TO COLLECT THEy 
Hv REWARD, y 


^ DON'T \ 
LEAVE THE GIFT 
ANYWHERE ON 
V THE WAY*“ y 


• • •AND \ 
DON’T FALL 
^ASLEEP. ^ 


THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



FATHER,WHY DON’T 
YOU COME IN AND 
^HAVE SOME RICEy 
^ 0RUELP 


ON THE WAY BHOLA PASSED BY HIS DAUGHTER'S HOUSE, 


NOT NOW, 

PEAR. I HAVE 
WORK 

V TO DO. . 



MY FATHER 
TALKING OF 
WORK! 
WELL, , 
WELL) , 

















^ YES. I 

must ask ^ 

FOR A USEFUL \ 
REWARD. BUT i 
WHAT SHALL A 



OHi 

WHAT A LARGE 
HERD OF CATTLE? 
IF I HAD JUST 


ONE COW- 





WHY " 
DON’T YOU 
ASK OUR 
KING FOR 
X. ONE ? ^ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BHOLA LOOKEP UP 


SONAR BARSA- 
SONAR BARSA 
SONAR * 


POES ^ 
THIS HERP 
BELONG TO 
HIM? HE WILL 
GIVE ME ONE 
IF I ASK 
FOR IT. y 


THEN 
ASK FOR 
SONAR 
BARSA 



IT IS N 
NOON. I 
WONPER HOW 
MUCH 

FARTHER— y 


' NO 
FARTHER 
MY FRIENP 








WHAT 
RE WARP 
WOULP YOU 
^ LIKE ? 






THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



A SPORT yNPlLE LATER 


» • 




HERE YOU 
ARE * HER PUNG 
TURNS INTO GOLD 
THE MOMENT IT 
TOUCHES THE 
GROUNP. 

t 




4 • 


____ ■' , • #*,*1 _ 

IA 


NIMMO 
WILL NEVER 
HAVE TO WORK 

AGAIN. THANK 
YOU, MY 
FRIENP. 



SO BHOLA LEFT ' FOR HOME 



GOLP! 



yi 

1 j 


' 

/; As iL 






BHOLA BENT QOV^N TO PICK THE 
eOLP, 


















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




■ ■ ■B£NT to pick up 




cow, TO 


•’•AMP RAN AFTER THE 
COLLECT MORE GOLD. 





I MUST '' 
REST FOR 
A WHILE . I'VE 
WORKEP HARP 
V ENOUGH. ^ 


SOON HE WAS TIRED. 


‘ 

^ ^ rf'v #• * • 1 N 




i^fU ’ 






' ■ i'- 




JUST THEN 


YES, 

PEAR, WITH 

A WONDERFUL 
V COW. J 


SO FATHER 
YOU HAVE 

returned. 
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THE PAUGHTER SMILEP 


THAT \A/AS PRECISELY WHAT THE 
COW PIP AT THAT VERY fAOYAENT 


' WHAT’S 
WONPERFUL 
ABOUT IT, 
FATHER p POES 
IT PROP GOLDEN 
. PUNGP ^ 


THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



FROM WHOM 
FATHER? 


^ NOW PO ^ 
YOU SEE 
HOW VALUABLE 
A GIFT 
IT ISP y 



in/ 

r R 

^ * • 






THEM BHOLA TOLP HER ALL ABOUT 


THE SPARROW KING. r 





ah:THAT WAS \ 


A WONPERFUL 
MEAL. I FEEL 
SO PROWSY. 


V- FATHER. \ A 

WHY DON’T Y':: 
YOU SPENP /.' 
THE NIGHT WITH V 
USP YOU COULD i 
LEAVE EARLY 

^ THE M 
^MORNING .Jii 
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• ••H/S DAUGHTER LED SONAR BARSA 
TO HER OWN COWSHED. i - — m 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THAT NIGHT WHILE THE INNOCENT 
0HOLA SLEPT 



THE FOLLOWING fAORNING 


I AM 

LEAVING NOW 
HERE, TAKE 
ALL THIS 
GOLP. 



AFTER ALL WE WILL 
GET SOME EVERY 
TIME THE COW 
k. PROPS PUN6. / 


THANK YOU 
FATHER. 




WHEN BHOLA REACHED HOME 


WHAT HAVE YOU BROUGHT 
COULPN’T YOU THINK OF 


THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



IT PROPS 
60LPEN 
PUNG. 



BOTH HUSBAND AND WIFE PATIENTLV 
WAITED FOR THE COW TO PROP ITS 
dung. I - tt - ^ 




YOU FOOL.WHAT 
HAVE YOU BROUGHT 
HOME p A COW WHICH 
PROPS GOLPEN 
V PUNG, PIP YOU 
^ SAY ? .Jd 
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50 BHOLA WENT BACK TO THE 

SPARROW-KING. \ -^ 

-' YOU ARE ^ 

\ ^ fellow, 

\ CHEATING FRIENP5 
LIKE tWE ! A 


WHY, WHAT 
HAPPENEPP 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


jr'* 


*s>;. 
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I’LL HAVE- 
PAL-*«ROTI 


ALL RIGHT. 
BRING 5QN\E 
K WATER. 


THE [DAUGHTER 


TOOK IT AS A JOKE 


THE WATER WAS BROUGHT. 3H0LA PUT 
IT INTO THE POT ANP STIRREP IT 
WITH THE SPOON, r—-:- 




THAT A^AGIC 
POT ANP SPOON 
WILL SOLVE ALL 
A1Y PROBLEMS. 


ANP LOf 


YOUR 
PINNER 
IS REAPY 



THAT NIGHTf WHILE BHOLA SLEPT, 
HIS PAU&HTER TOOK THE MAGIC 
UTENSILS ANP REPLACEP THEM 
WITH ORPINARY ONES.X 



• NOW COOK ME 
SOME PAL AND ROTI 
. I’M TERRIBLY ^ 
V HUNGRY. ^ 


/I’LL N 
BRING 
WATER 
AT ONCE 


THE next pay when BHOLA REACHEP 
HOME, HE TOLP NIMMO ALL ABOUT 


THE POT, 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






THE SPARROW-KINO A5KEP FOR A OOLPEN 
ROPE ANP A STICK TO BE &R0U6HT. i- 


HERE.TAKE THESE 
ANP GO HOME . 
THESE SHOULP 
HELP YOU 
RETRIEVE THE 
OTHER TWO/,, 

gifts. 




r * t 



WHEN HE STOPPER AT HIS PAU&HTER’S 
HOUSE THAT NIGHT 


I 





FATHER PIPN’T TEU 
ME ANYTHING ABOUT 
\THE NEW GIFT. IT 
•MUST BE VERY 
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A 


1 


< 


THE MOMENT SHE TOUCHEl\ 

THE GOLPEN ROPE - ' 

however • • • 




rHE MYSTRY OF THE MISSIN O GIRS 

•••/r COILEP ITSELF 
AROUNP HER. 


BUT moRE WAS I 
TO FOLLOW. THE I 
STICK FLEW UP ! 
IN THE AIR'- i 




1^4 









"'ANP CAME POWN ON HER 
HEAP . |r[Tr 



IT WENT UP, 
WHIRLEP ROUNP'" 



ANP CAME POWN 


ON HER BACK. 


^Sf 


I 

I 



iW£A/ IT WENT UP AGAIN 


FATHER? 



JUST AS THE ROP GAVE HIS PAUGHTER 
VET ANOTHER RE50UNPIN6 WHACK — 


FATHER! 
CALL OFF 
THE STICK! 




( 

\ ' 

8 ^ 



1 ' If 

1« n 

M h • 

, w 

■ptL .^c/~ b 

















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



FATHER! 
IT’S 
COMING 
POWN 
< AGAIN! 


I PON’T UNPERSTANP! 
WHY HAVE YOU COILEPy 
THAT ROPE AROUN^ 


YOU: 



FATHER! 

CALL IT OFF. 
I’LL RETURN 




WHAT GIFTS 
YOU MEAN'** 


" FATHER,^ 
I’VE LEARNT 
MY LESSON 
I’LL RETURN 
THE GIFTS. . 



O FATHER, 
YOU ARE SO 
INNOCENT. 
I’M A5HAMEP 
OF MYSELF. 



WHEW THE PAUGHTER 
CONFES5EP TO HER PEEPS-- 


YES. A SOUNP 
BEATING ONCE 
IN A WAY POES 



WHAT: YOU’VE 
COME WITH A , 
i^COW AGAIN..^ 


THEN 3H0LA RETURNEP HOME V\//TH ALL THE&FT6. 


WOMAN, IT 
15 VERY PIFFICULT 

. . ^ ^ y TO PLEASE YOU. _ 

&HOLA WAS WRONG, WHEN NIN\MO FOUNP OUT HOI^ 
OOOP THE GIFTS WERE, SHE WAS INPEEP PLEAS 
SHE NEVER AGAIN TAUNTED HER HUSBANP. 
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THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



WHEN HE STOPPEP AT THE HOUSE OF THE 
RICHEST MAN IN THE VILLAGE TO BEG FOR 





•••ANP WENT STRAIGHT TO IS IT 
THE HUT OF THE POOREST FOOP YOU 
MAN IN THE VILLAGE . I ‘ WANT p THEN ' 

please COME 

IN, SIR. 



f 




THIS MAN HAPPENEP TO BE 
THE RICH MAN*S BROTHER, 
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THAT WAS THE ^ 
most PELICIOUS 
MEAL I HAVE EVER 
EATEN.I WANT 
V TO HELP YOU./ 


LATER 


I HAVE THE 
FLUTE, BUT I 
PON’T HAVE 
PAPPY TO 
SOW . > 


THAT WAS THE ^ 
most PELICIOUS 
MEAL I HAVE EVER 
EATEN.I WANT 
V TO HELP YOU./ 


LATER 


AMAR CHITRAKA^''" 


TAKE THIS FLUTE ANP 
PLAV IT IN YOUR FIELP. 



ALL RIGHT, I’LL GIVE 
IT TO YOU. BUT YOU 
MUST GIVE ME 
-NINE-TENTHS OF 
^ YOUR HARVEST 
IN RETURN. ^ 


AS ^ 
YOU SAY, 
ANNA... 


SO BAPA TAMMA, AS THE POOP MAN 
ms HNOWN, WENT TO HIS BROTHER. 


1 ANNA*,COULP 
' YOU PLEASE 
\ GIVE ME A 
\ SACK OF , 
\ PAPPY ? / 


* ANNA AAEANS ELPER BROTHER IN [SiANNAPA 
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WHEN IT WAS T//HE TO SOW, ALL THE 
FARMERS GOT BUSY IN THEIR FIELPS. SO 
PIP BAPA TAMMA . HE PL0U6HEP HIS FIFL P.. 


'■•ANP SOWEP THE SEEPS 




THEN, PAY AFTER PAY, HE SAT IN 
THE FIELP ANP PLAYEP THE 
FLUTE FROM PAWN TO PUSH. 


-J, A 




WHAT 
ARE YOU 
V, P0IN6? 


ONE PAY HIS BROTHER 
HAPPENEP TO PASS BY. 




I’M 

PLAYING NP 
THE FLUTE/ 
ANNA. 



HY HERE OF ALL 
PLACES.^ YOUR 
ROPS ARE NOT 
GOING TO GROW 


but the rich BROTHER WAS IN FOR A 

SURPRISE. A FEW PAYS LATER WHEN 
HE CAME THAT WAY AGAIN — 



WHAT* YOUR CROPS ^ 
ARE ALREAPY RIPE 
FOR HARVESTING./ 
JKUP OURS"* Z 




^ 


U/^ ! 




1 \j 



BAPA TAMMA, 
WILL YOU LENP 
ME YOUR FLUTE.P 


WITH 

PLEASURE 
. ANNA. 


WHEN BAPA TAMMA TOLP HIM ABOUT 
THE MAGICAL POWER OF THE FLUTE — 


A 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WHAT ARE YOU ' 
P0IN6? WHERE ARE 
YOU TAKING 
. m PAPPYP / 





TO YOUR BROTHER'S HOUSE. > 
REMEMBER YOUR PROMISE p 
NINE-TENTHS OF YOUR 
HARVEST WOULP A 

rv. GO TO HIM. 







THAT HEAP 












ONE-TENTH OF 

WHAT YOU GREW 
, IS YOURS. 



i ALL RIGHT! I WILL \ 
SOW Mr SHARE ANP 
RAISE ANOTHER CROP 
WITH THE HELP OF MY ] 

FLUTE ••• AH J A1Y,_^ 
FLUTE ? M/ 



ALL RIGHT. WAIT 
HERE. I’LL BRING 
V IT TO YOU. W 


BAPA TAMMA 
HOUSE . 

ANNA, PLEASE 
GIVE ME m 
FLUTE. I 

NEEP IT. 


WENT TO HIS BROTHER.*& 


THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



'^HERE YOU ARE IN 
ANP PON’T COME 
TO ME AGAIN FOR 
. FLUTE OR , 
V PAPPY. ^ 


^ I WON’T, ^ 
ANNA. I WON’T 
TROUBLE YOU 
V AT ALL. . 



BAPA TAMMA SOWEP THE SEEPS • • • 







AH!MY BROTHER 
MUST HAVE GIVEN 
ME ANOTHER FLUTE 
BY MISTAKE. I’LL 
GO BACK TO HIM. 



^ WITH THIS FLUTE, 

I CAN RAISE AHORE 
D CROPS ANP EARN 
IIL _, MORE MONEY.' 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANNA,YOU 
HAVE GIVEN AAE 
ANOTHER FLUTE 
vBV MISTAKE. . 



PLEASE 
GIVE ME THE 
ONE I LENT 
\ YOU. 


THAT IS 
THE FLUTE YOU 
vLENT ME! / 


POOR BAPA TAAIMA IVEA/T AWAY 
PEJECTEP. I---__r\ 

i’aa certain 
^ ^ anna is 

rC nOl LYING. BUT — 


AWAY WITH 
YOU, BEFORE 


THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 

'OH!IT'S YOU,SIR! 

AM GLAP TO 
SEE YOU AGAIN 




BAPA TAMMA THEN TOLP HIS STORY. 





WILL IT HELP ME TO 
SRAISE QUICK CROPS 
\ SIR. ^ 


I'AH 

AFRAIP 

NOT. 


*V/Z/.A6f COURT 



FOR THAT YOU MUST GET 
BACK THE FLUTE.WHY PON’T 
WU GO TO THE PANCHAYAT* 
\ - ANP LOPGE A 

COMPLAINT 

, ' \A6AINSTY0UR 

.^'Ni BROTHER?. 































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





BAPA TAMMA TOLP HIS TALE OP WOE THEN’- 

A ----, 

J APPEAL TO THE VILLAGE 
ELPEP5 TO ORPER 
' BROTHER TO 

return AAY 

flute . 


TO HE AR BA PA TAMMA^S COMPLAINT, THE PANCHAyAT MET UNPER A BANYAN TREE. 
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THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 



AS YOU ALL KNOW, I PON*T NEEP 
A FLUTE TO RAISE CROPS ANP 
BECOME RICH. I HAVE PLENTY 
W OF MONEY. 




HE IS RIGHT. 

^ WHY SHOUL P A 

RICH MAN LIKE HIM 
PURE ANYONE? 




MY BROTHER IS 
JEALOUS OF ME . 

THAT'S WHY HE HAS 
BROUGHT THIS FALSE 
HARGE AGAINST 



YES— YES, 
JEALOUSY IS 
THE ANOTHER OF 



I AM ASHAMEP 
OF YOU. IF GRAIN 
IS WHAT YOU WANT, 
I CAN GIVE YOU 
ALL YOU NEEP 
ANP /MORE. 



BAPA 
TAMMA IS AN 
UNGRATEFUL 
WRETCH! 



YOU SHALL BE FINEP FOR BRINGING 
A FALSE COMPLAINT AGAINST A . 

RESPECTABLE AlAN, A AWN ^0 
'''^OF HONOUR ••• 











\ j/ .J 
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SHOOK WUH AH&0? 


BAf» TAMMA 

NO! HE IS NOT AN HONEST 

MAN. ALL OF YOU ARE ON 
, ^ HIS SIPE BECAUSE 

/J HE IS RICH ANP / 
///^\ I AM POOR 


WATCH 

your 

WORPS 


amar chitra katha 


I PON’T 
EXPECT 

JUSTICE 

POM vnii 


ANP BAPA TAMMA BROUGHT 
STICK POWN ON THE QRUM . 


T 





t I 





THE MYSTRY OF THE MISSING GIFTS 


BAPA TAMMA WAS NOT EVEN AWARE 
OF THEIR PLIGHT. HE KEPT ON BEATING 
THE PRUM. THE FASTER HE BEAT, THE 
FASTER THEIR FEET WORKER, i - 




NO! 
NO! MY 
JOINTS 


OH MV 
BACK! 



THEY TRIER TO SIT 



—BUT WERE JERKEP 
TO THEIR FEET AGAIN— 
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AMA R CHITRA KATHA _ _ 

^ 1 SUPP^NLV, 3AIPA TAMM A STOPPEP, 


I Wia RETURN VDUR FLUTE 

STOP BEATING THE / 
\PRUM. PIEASE! X 


AT LAST HE 
HAS STOPPEP. 


OH GOP! 
WHAT A 
^RELiEFl 



X ' 





BAPA TAMM A GOT BACK HIS FLUTE 


WELL, FRIENP, 
I AM BACK— 


^•••FOR > 

THE FLUTE? 


/ \\ 


/ \ 

L W 1 

PA\ ^ 



NOT FOR I 
THE FLUTE. 

I WANT TO 
BORROW YOUR 
EXCELLENT PRUM 
FOR THE 
\ NEIGHBOURING 
\ VILLAGE. 


IT»S ALL 
YOURS, SIR. 

IT POES WORK 
V WONPERSI > 
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